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Cryptocoryne sp. „Yellow Ring“, a novelty from Pahang, Malaysia 
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The increasing investigations and collections of Cryptocoryne at their natural habitats have caused to 
multiple descriptions of new species and varieties in the last ten years. Many of the novelties brought 
to Europe have been found in areas investigated for the first time. A Cryptocoryne which came to us in 
2010 and hasn't been described so far will be presented here. 
 
In May 2010 I got a Cryptocoryne collected by Mr. R. M. Nakamoto in Pahang, Malaysia, with the 
name Cryptocoryne sp. „Yellow Ring“. This name is due to it's peculiar broad and pronounced yellow 
collar of the limb of the spathe. 
 
 
Description 
 
The leaves of Cryptocoryne sp. „Yellow Ring“ reach a length of about 15 cm. The leave blade is oval 
with a more or less cordate base; it reaches a length of about 8 cm and a width of about 4.5 cm, is 
green on the upper side with pale markings and bright green to light reddish on the lower side and 
resembles C. cordata Griffith var. cordata. The spathe is about 10 cm long with a peduncle of about 
0.7 cm length. The tube is between 4.5 and 6.5 cm long and about 0.5 cm in diameter. The limb of the 
spathe is caudate and about 4.5 cm long, whereof about 0.8 cm belongs to the tail, yellow to dark 
yellow colored and very rough. The collar is broad and very pronounced, yellow and the transition of 
the collar to the tube is red spotted. The kettle is about 1.5 cm long and about 0.8 cm in diameter. 
Peculiar is at this Cryptocoryne that the limb of the spathe is rather variable and both in nature 
(compare photos at Nakamoto 2011, Wang 2011) and in culture spathes with an irregular limb of the 
spathe often occur. The asymmetry is due to the reason that one of the margins of the limb of the 
spathe is rather smooth especially at the level of the collar while the other margin has more or less 
strong protuberances on the same level. 
 
 
Distribution and ecology  
 
Cryptocoryne sp. „Yellow Ring“ has been found in Peninsular Malaysia near Bukit Ibam in the province 
Pahang of Malaysia. There it grows semi-emersed as well as submersed in a stream which has clear 
water with a pH of about 5.5 to 6 and sandy ground. The plants grow deep in the substrate, thus the 
lower part of the petioles is white in color (Nakamoto 2011, Wang 2011). 
 
 
Culture  
 
My specimen of Cryptocoryne sp. „Yellow Ring“ grows semi-emersed in pure beach tree litter and 
reverse osmosis water; due to less space I currently cultivate my plant in a one liter bowl without cover 
which is standing in an empty and covered aquarium. The temperature is between 22 and 27 °C. For 
lighting only a T8-fluorescent tube of 36 watt with a reflector is used. The term of lighting is in the 
course of the year between 11 and 13 hours per day. Until now the fertilization occurs only by the 
decay of the beech tree litter. After nearly four months of culture the first spathe riped; during the 
following three months three more spathes had been built. The propagation of my specimen takes 
place by the generation of runners. The culture of this new Cryptocoryne has proved to be without 
problems at me.  
 
 
Discussion 
 
Cryptocoryne sp. „Yellow Ring“ has many clear differences to the hitherto described species of 
Cryptocoryne. Until now the species Cryptocoryne ciliata (Roxburgh) Schott, C. affinis Hooker f., 



C. griffithii Schott, C. nurii Furtado, C. cordata Griffith var. cordata and C. xpurpurea Ridley nothovar. 
purpurea have been found in Pahang (Othman et al. 2009). Cryptocoryne sp. „Yellow Ring“ has got 
the most commonalities with C. cordata var. cordata. Due to the fact that the pollen fertility is about 0% 
(Bastmeijer, personal communication), it must be a natural hybrid. It is questionable which species of 
Cryptocoryne are the parents. Because of the commonalities with C. cordata var. cordata (leaves, 
broad collar zone and yellow color of the spathe) C. cordata var. cordata comes into consideration to 
be one parent. Due to Nakamoto (2011) C. cordata var. cordata is growing in a distance of about one 
hour car trip from the locality of Cryptocoryne sp. „Yellow Ring“. The other parent could be C. nurii, 
which also occurs in this area. 
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Legends 
 
Page 124: Cryptocoryne sp. „Yellow Ring“ in semi-emersed culture with inflorescence.  
Page 125, top: Cryptocoryne cordata var. cordata is probably a parent of Cryptocoryne sp. „Yellow 
Ring“.  
Page 125, bottom: Limb of the spathe of Cryptocoryne sp. „Yellow Ring“ with distinguishable rough 
surface. 
Page 126, top: Opened kettle of Cryptocoryne sp. „Yellow Ring“.  
Page 126, bottom: Male flowers of Cryptocoryne sp. „Yellow Ring“.  
Page 127, top: Female flowers of Cryptocoryne sp. „Yellow Ring“ with yellow olfactory bodies in the 
middle. 
Page 127, bottom: Overblown spathe of Cryptocoryne sp. „Yellow Ring“ with an unregular limb of the 
spathe which has a less warty margin (left) and a margin with distinct protuberances (right).  
 
All photos: S. Reitel 
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